
Terms & Conditions – Startup Architecture of the Year 2020 France 

Challenge 

 

Eligibility 

The Challenge is open to residents of France excluding (a) anyone connected in a 

professional capacity with the Challenge and that person’s immediate family members, and 

(b) employees and contractors of Amazon and its affiliates (defined below).  Entrants must be 

aged 18 years or older. 

Entrants must have an active AWS account, and represent a startup, which is defined by the 

following:  

a) Has not exited or IPO’d 

b) Is either bootstrapped, or Venture/Accelerator backed 

Entry implies acceptance of these terms and conditions, and any amendments to them, which 

are final and binding in all respects. Amazon reserves the right to disqualify any entrant from 

the Challenge if, in its sole judgement, the entrant has not complied with these terms and 

conditions, has tampered with the operation of the Challenge, or has engaged in any conduct 

that is detrimental or unfair to Amazon, the Challenge, or any other entrant.  

Prize 

There are ten (10) prizes to be won (each a “Prize”), consisting of: 

(a) One (1) Prize for the winner (the “Winning Prize”) consisting of: 

i. tickets for the winner and one (1) guest to AWS re:Invent (“Event”) to be 

held in Las Vegas, USA (“Venue”) in December 2020;  

ii. return economy class flights for the winner and their guest from Paris 

CDG or Orly airport to Las Vegas international airport;   

iii. 5 nights’ accommodation on a room only basis for the winner and guest at 

a hotel in Las Vegas chosen at Amazon’s discretion (the “Hotel”);  

iv. return transfers between the winner’s home and the departure airport, the 

arrival airport and the Hotel, and the Hotel and Venue; and 

v. an invitation to participate in the Global AWS Startup Architecture of the 

Year Challenge to be held during the Event 

(b) Nine (9) Prizes for the Finalists (excluding the winner) (the “Runner-up 

Prizes”) consisting of $1,000 worth of AWS Credits 

Please note:  

1) The winner’s guest must be aged 18 years or over as at the date of the Event.  At least 

one of the winner and their guest must be 21 or over as at the date of the Event. 

2) Amazon will organise and confirm the flights, transfers and accommodation to be 

provided as part of the Winning Prize. No refund or compensation will be given in the 

event of the cancellation or delay of any flight or transfer. Travel and accommodation 

are subject to availability and both are subject to any additional terms and conditions 

of the relevant transport or accommodation provider. Amazon will not replace any 

lost, mutilated or stolen tickets or travel documents. 



3) The winner and their guest are solely responsible for obtaining valid passports, travel 

insurance and any other necessary travel documentation, including without limitation, 

travel visas.   

4) Guest must travel together with the winner on all flights and on all transfers.  The 

winner and guest will share a hotel room of double or twin occupancy. 

5) The winner and guest are solely responsible for all ancillary expenses associated with 

the Winning Prize and their attendance at the Event including, but not limited to, any 

additional travel or baggage costs and the cost of food or drink purchased. 

6) The winner and guest should arrive promptly at the Venue on the date of the Event. 

Failure to arrive promptly may result in the winner and guest being unable to attend 

the Event. 

7) The winner and guest may be required to produce photographic ID in order to attend 

the Event. 

8) The Prizes carry no cash value and may not be transferred or substituted, except that 

Amazon may, at its sole discretion, substitute any Prize won with a prize of equal or 

greater value.  

9) Any unclaimed Prize remains the property of Amazon.  

Opening/Closing Date & Time 

The Challenge opens to entries on December 13, 2019 and closes at 23.59 GMT on January 

31, 2020 (the “Entry Period”). 

How to Enter 

To enter, entrants must submit their name, email address and country of residence using the 

online form aws-startup-architecture-2020.splashthat.com within the Entry Period.  

After completing the online form, entrants will receive a confirmation email containing a link 

to download the application form which they must complete as directed and return to the 

following email address: startup-architecture-challenge@amazon.fr. 

The application form must include the following information detailing the project the entrant 

wants to enter into the Challenge (the “Project”): 

1. Name  of Startup point of contact 

2. Startup Name  

3. Use case addressed (max. 256 characters) 

4. Timing of the actual cutoff of the architecture (system) 

5. Workload description overview (max. 256 characters) 

6. System diagram (list of tools : https://aws.amazon.com/architecture/icons/) 

7. Business impact (256 characters) 

8. Key differentiator of system, why is it disruptive, and why is Well-Architected?  

(512 characters) 

Amazon will only accept entries that are completed and submitted in the format designated.  

Incomplete entries will not be accepted.  Duplicate entries are not permitted and will be 

https://aws.amazon.com/architecture/icons/


disregarded.  Proof of electronic submission will not be accepted as proof of receipt. All 

entries are deemed to be entered into the Challenge on the day of receipt by Amazon. 

All entries, and materials submitted to Amazon in connection with the Challenge (collectively, 

“Entry Materials”), along with all associated copyright and other proprietary rights, except as 

reserved by relevant third parties, become the property of Amazon upon submission, and any 

Entry Materials will not be returned to any entrant.  

Entrants agree to take any further action (including, without limitation, execution of affidavits 

and other documents) reasonably requested by Amazon to effect, perfect, or confirm Amazon's 

ownership in the Entry Materials and any associated proprietary rights.  

Finalist Selection 

Eligible entries will be evaluated by a panel of judges formed of local AWS Solution Architects 

and AWS Business Development Managers during the period January 31, 2020 to February 

17, 2020. 

The criteria used to judge the entries are as follows:  

(a) Having an unique architecture that fits the criteria of the Well-Architected framework 

(Scalability, Availability, Performance, Cost Efficiency and Security) and uses 

innovative AWS solutions : weighting 50% 

(b) Having a solution with a clear business impact: weighting 50%  

Only 10 Projects will be selected and will be able to progress to the Deepening Phase which 

runs from February 17, 2020 00:00 CET to March 6, 2020, 23:59 CET (the “Finalists”). 

During the Deepening Phase, the 10 Finalists will receive Tier 1 startup mentoring with 1:1 

architecture reviews with members of the AWS Startup Business Development and AWS 

Solutions Architect Teams. 

Winner Selection 

The Finalists will be required to present a 5 minute presentation of their Project on the 

Startup Central stage of the AWS Paris Summit 2020.  

The Finalists will be judged by a jury composed of: 

 3 Partners from technical Venture Capital Firms (VCs)  

 2 Executives from Accelerators and Incubators (A&I) Partners  

 5 CTOs from AWS Scale Up Customers 

Stephan Hadinger, Head of Technology, AWS France, will also act as an advisor. 

After each Finalist has presented their Project, the jury will, in its sole discretion, select the 

winner according to the following criteria:  

 Key differentiator of system architecture: weighting 50% 

 Quality of the pitch and demonstration: weighting 50% 

The winner will be announced during the AWS Paris Summit 2020 closing keynote. The 

winner will receive an e-mail within one (1) day of the winner being announced 



(“Notification”) and will have five (5) days from receipt of Notification to respond to 

Amazon and confirm acceptance of the Winning Prize. 

If the selected winner (or any substitute winner) is ineligible, cannot be reached, or fails to 

claim a Prize within five (5) days of receiving the Notification, that winner (or substitute 

winner) will forfeit the Prize and it will be awarded to a substitute winner.  If, having 

attempted to contact a winner and a substitute winner, Amazon is unable to award a Prize, 

Amazon reserves the right to consider the Prize unclaimed. 

This process is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Non winners will not be 

notified.  The name of the winner and their country of residence will be provided on receipt 

of a written request sent to matourna@amazon.fr within 30 days of the end of the AWS Paris 

Summit 2020. 

By entering the Challenge you consent to Amazon passing your details to any relevant third 

party for the purpose of contacting you in the event you are a winner. 

By accepting a Prize, entrants consent to the use of their name, county of residence, likeness 

or Prize information for promotional and other reasonable purposes without further payment, 

except where prohibited by law. A winner may be required to participate in Amazon's 

reasonable marketing and promotional activities.  By entering the Challenge you consent to 

participate in such activities in the event that you are a winner.   

If you are a winner and you submit any material, including but not limited to photographs, 

videos or testimonials, to Amazon for use or publication in connection with Amazon’s 

reasonable marketing and promotional activities, including but not limited to Amazon’s 

official social media activities, you waive any right you may have to inspect or approve the 

activities and you release and discharge Amazon from any claims or liability relating to 

Amazon’s reasonable use of your material. 

Miscellaneous 

(a) Amazon: Amazon Web Services EMEA SARL, succursale française (Attention: AWS 

Marketing France Team, 2020 Startup Architecture of the Year Challenge), 31 place 

des Corolles, Tour Carpe Diem, Courbevoie, 92400, France. Amazon is the promoter 

and prize provider of the Challenge.   

(b) Privacy Notice: All information submitted in connection with this Prize Draw will be 

treated in accordance with these terms and conditions and Amazon’s Privacy Notice. 

(c) Waiver of Liability: Amazon will not be responsible or liable for: (i) any failure to 

receive entries due to transmission failures or other conditions beyond their 

reasonable control; (ii) any late, lost, misrouted, garbled or distorted or damaged 

transmissions or entries; (iii) any disruptions, injuries, losses or damages caused by 

events beyond their reasonable control; or (iv) any printing or typographical errors in 

any materials associated with the Challenge. 

(d) General Release: By entering the Challenge you release Amazon,, relevant third 

parties, and each of their respective affiliated companies, directors, officers, 

employees, representatives and agencies, from any liability whatsoever for any 

claims, costs, injuries, losses, or damages of any kind arising out of or in connection 

with the Challenge or with the acceptance, possession, or use of any prize, except as 

prohibited by law. 

mailto:matourna@amazon.fr
http://www.amazon.co.uk/privacy


(e) Amendment: To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, Amazon reserves 

the right to change these rules or cancel the Challenge at any time, in its sole 

discretion. 

(f) Copyright: The Challenge and all accompanying materials are copyright protected by 

Amazon.com, Inc. and its affiliates. All rights reserved. 

 

 


